
 Welcome to today’s webinar! Please…

(Optional) Enable Closed Captioning:
Click the up arrow on the Closed Caption 
button. Select, “Show Subtitle.” 

Record

(Optional) Enable Interpretation:
Click the up arrow on the Interpretation 
button. Select “Spanish” to listen to 
today’s webinar in Spanish. 

Use the Q&A Feature to Ask 
Questions:
Click the “Q&A” button on your Zoom toolbar 
to ask questions throughout the webinar. 
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Welcome and Introductions1

Overview of Recognition Awards

How to Apply and Technical 
Assistance

2

3

4

5

Upcoming Opportunities

Agenda

Closing



2 Identify how to apply for a Recognition Award

1 Identify categories for Recognition Awards

Webinar Objectives

4

3

Identify what Recognition Award recipients will receive as part of the award

Identify how to receive technical assistance for applying for a Recognition 
Award



Please respond in the chat:

What do you want to celebrate 
about your nutrition program?

We want to hear from you!



Recognition Awards -
Overview and Categories



Overview of Recognition Awards
The Recognition Awards will:

• Celebrate School Food Authorities (SFA) 
that have made significant improvements 
to the nutritional quality of their school 
meals

• Spotlight innovative school meal 
practices and strategies demonstrated by 
SFAs

• The Recognition Awards Application closes 
on June 30, 2025.



Trailblazer Awards
Breakfast

• Breakfast Trailblazer

• Small and/or Rural SFA Breakfast 
Trailblazer

Lunch

• Lunch Trailblazer

• Small and/or Rural SFA Lunch Trailblazer



School lunches are lower in sodium

Criteria:
Within the last 12 months:

• Meet specific weekly sodium guidelines
• Implement student 

engagement and/or nutrition 
education

Lunch Trailblazer Award
Main Criteria

Lunch 
Trailblazer

Small/Rural 
Lunch 
Trailblazer



Breakfast Trailblazer Award 
Main Criteria

School breakfast menu has limited added sugars

Criteria:
Within the last 12 months:

• Meet specific sugar guidelines
• Implement student engagement 

and/or nutrition education

Breakfast 
Trailblazer

Small/Rural 
Breakfast 
Trailblazer



Innovative Practices Awards

• Innovative School Lunch Makeover

• Innovation in the Cultural Diversity of 
School Meals

• Innovation in the Preparation of School 
Meals

• Innovation in Nutrition Education



Main Criteria for
School Lunch Makeover

A popular school lunch meal is given a makeover 
for at least one grade group

Criteria:
Within the last 12 months:
• Meet all meal pattern requirements
• Meet specific dietary specifications
• Incorporate student engagement



Main Criteria for 
Cultural Diversity of School Meals

School menu reflects the different cultures of 
students

Criteria:
Within the last 12 months:
• Offer at least one entrée and 2 sides that 

reflect cultures of students
• Facilitate student/community menu 

collaboration
• Provide culturally appropriate nutrition 

education



Main Criteria for 
Preparation of School Meals

New menu items are prepared from scratch

Criteria:
 Within the last 12 months:
• Offer at least 3 new menu items (entrees 

or sides)
• Scratch-prepared menu items must be 

prepared from recipes in accordance with 
the USDA recipe standardization process

• Incorporate student engagement



Main Criteria for 
Nutrition Education

Nutrition education opportunities are available 
for students and parents/guardians

Criteria:
Within the last 12 months:
• Local School Wellness Policy includes 

specific goals for nutrition education
• Nutrition education provided to 

parents/guardians of students
• Local agricultural products are highlighted
• Offer variety of nutrition education 

activities



Poll



How to Apply for an Award
and

Technical Assistance



How to Apply

https://healthymealsincentives.org/



How to Apply



Login to the Portal to Apply



Login to the Portal to Apply



SFA Profile



SFA Profile Continued



Recognition Awards Application



Recognition Awards Application



Recognition Awards Application



Recognition Awards Application - 
Documentation



Recognition Awards Application



Recognition Awards Application



My SFA received an award! What does it 
include?

• Recognition Awardee Toolkit

• Stipend for travel expenses to attend 
a Healthy Meals Summit

• National recognition in monthly 
awards communications

• A list of celebratory ideas for 
recognizing the SN team at the local 
level



Technical Assistance

• Email 
awards@healthymealsincentives.org

• Upcoming Opportunities for Support

mailto:awards@healthymealsincentives.org


Upcoming 
Opportunities



Quarterly Recognition Awards 
Informational Webinars

• December 13, 2023, from 11 am – 12 pm ET

• February 28, 2024, from 12 – 1 pm ET

• May 8, 2024, from 2:30 – 3:30 pm ET



Recorded Presentations

• Short, recorded presentations that include:

• Eligibility information

• Award criteria

• Required documentation

• How to apply for the specific award

• Available by end of October at:
https://healthymealsincentives.org/recognition-

awards/



Closing

Questions



What is a School Food Authority (SFA)?

SFAs are typically the school district, or the entity within 

the school district, that operates the school food service. 

If you are the governing body responsible for 

administering the National School Lunch Program or 

School Breakfast Program for your school, then you 

would be considered the School Food Authority.



I've applied for a Recognition Award. When will I 
be notified if my SFA was approved?

Applications are reviewed on a rolling basis. You will 

be informed of award status within two months of 

submitting an application.



There are two awards that my SFA meets the 
criteria for. Can I apply for both?

Yes. There are a total of 8 Recognition Awards. 

SFAs may apply for any number of awards.



If my SFA receives an award this year, and we meet the 
criteria for a different award next year, can we apply 

again?

Yes! If you apply for and receive an award this year, 

like the Lunch Trailblazer Award, you can apply for a 

different award (i.e., Innovation in Nutrition 

Education) next year!



What is the role of the state agency with this 
application?

The SFA must obtain a state agency confirmation letter 

that states the SFA does not have any outstanding 

corrective actions and that any previous findings have 

been resolved. State agencies do not need to 

review  SFA applications prior to submission.



How do I get started?

First, review the award criteria and determine what 

changes, if any, are needed for your SFA to qualify for 

that award. Collect the required documentation for 

that award. Apply when your SFA meets the criteria.



Thank you!

Reminders:
- Register for the December 13 

Recognition Awards Informational 
Webinar

- Reach out to 
awards@healthymealsincentives.org  
to receive technical assistance

- Survey
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