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Overview of Recognition Awards

How to Apply and Technical 
Assistance
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Upcoming Opportunities

Agenda

Closing



2 Identify how to apply for a Recognition Award

1 Identify categories for Recognition Awards

Webinar Objectives

4

3

Identify what Recognition Award recipients will receive as part of the award

Identify how to receive technical assistance for applying for a Recognition 
Award



Please respond in the chat:

What do you want to celebrate 
about your nutrition program?

We want to hear from you!



Recognition Awards
Overview and Categories



Overview of Recognition Awards

• Celebrate School Food Authorities (SFA) 
that have made improvements to the 
nutritional quality of their school meals

• Spotlight innovative school meal 
practices and strategies demonstrated by 
SFAs



Streamlined Awards Application

• Updated criteria

• Reduced required documentation

• The Recognition Awards Application 
closes on June 30, 2025

Easier and faster to apply 
and be recognized!



Trailblazer Awards

Breakfast

• Breakfast Trailblazer

• Small and/or Rural SFA Breakfast 
Trailblazer

Lunch

• Lunch Trailblazer

• Small and/or Rural SFA Lunch Trailblazer



Breakfast Trailblazer Award 

School breakfast menu has limited added sugars

Criteria
Within the last 12 months

• Strategies to reduce added sugars
• Student engagement techniques
      (not required for small/rural SFAs)

Breakfast 
Trailblazer

Small/Rural 
Breakfast 
Trailblazer



Breakfast Trailblazer Strategies

Breakfast 
Trailblazer

Small/Rural 
Breakfast 
Trailblazer

• Only unflavored milk
• Cereals contain less than or equal to 6 grams of added sugar
• Yogurts have less than or equal to 12 grams of added sugar
• No grain-based desserts
• Added sugars in weekly breakfast menus are less than 10 percent of the 

calories 



School lunches are lower in sodium

Criteria
Within the last 12 months:

• Strategies to reduce sodium
• Student engagement techniques
      (not required for small/rural SFAs) 

Lunch Trailblazer Award

Lunch 
Trailblazer

Small/Rural 
Lunch 
Trailblazer



Lunch Trailblazer Strategies

Lunch 
Trailblazer

Small/Rural 
Lunch 
Trailblazer

• Incorporating fresh or frozen poultry, fish, pork, beef, and lean meat
• Serving fresh vegetables and/or frozen and canned vegetables with no salt
• Purchasing lower sodium forms of products from vendors
• Using natural flavor substitutes to reduce the amount of sodium

• Garlic, citrus juice, salt-free seasoning, herbs, or spices



Trailblazer Awards
Required Documentation

• List of schools that 
implemented award criteria 
activities

• Written description of activities
• Copies of menu(s)
• Optional photos



Innovative Practices Awards

• Innovative School Lunch Makeover

• Innovation in the Cultural Diversity of 
School Meals

• Innovation in the Preparation of School 
Meals

• Innovation in Nutrition Education



Innovative School Lunch Makeover Award

Improve the nutritional quality of a popular 
school lunch meal while maintaining student 
acceptance. 

Criteria
Within the last 12 months:
• Reimbursable meal including all components
• Grains must be whole grain-rich grains
• Student engagement 
• Sodium limits for the meal

Age/Grade Group Healthy Meals Incentives Sodium Limits

K-5 ≤1,000 mg

6-8 ≤1,105 mg

9-12 ≤1,150 mg



Cultural Diversity of School Meals

School menu reflects the different cultures of 
students

Criteria
Within the last 12 months
• Offer at least one entrée and 2 sides that 

reflect cultures of students
• Provide culturally appropriate nutrition 

education



Innovation in the Preparation of 
School Meals

New menu items are prepared from scratch

Criteria
 Within the last 12 months:
• Offer at least 3 new menu items (entrees 

and/or sides)
• Scratch-prepared menu items must be 

prepared from standardized recipes
• Scratch food production incorporates 

ingredients as close to their original state as 
possible

• Incorporate student engagement



Innovation in Nutrition Education

Nutrition education opportunities are available 
for students and parents/guardians

Criteria
Within the last 12 months, must meet 2 of the 5 criteria:
• Specific goals for nutrition education in the Local 

School Wellness Policy
• Provides nutrition education to parents/guardians
• Nutrition education activities incorporated in the 

school meals program
• Student engagement
• Local agriculture products



Innovation Awards
Required Documentation

• List of schools that implemented award 
criteria activities

• Written description of activities such as:
• Student engagement
• Collaboration with students and the 

community
• Nutrition education provided, activities 

for parents, and student engagement
• Copies of menu(s)
• Nutritional information
• Standardized recipes
• Optional photographs



Poll



Awardees

• Clear Lake Community 
School District (Iowa)

• Sandy Valley Local School 
District (Ohio)

• Petersburg School District 
(Alaska)

• Regional School Unit 89 
(Maine)



How to Apply for an Award
and

Technical Assistance



How to Apply

https://healthymealsincentives.org/



How to Apply



Login to the Portal to Apply



Login to the Portal to Apply



SFA Profile



SFA Profile Continued



Recognition Awards Application



Recognition Awards Application



Recognition Awards Application



Recognition Awards Application 



Recognition Awards Application



Recognition Awards Application



My SFA received an award! What does it 
include?

• Recognition Awardee Toolkit

• Stipend for travel expenses to attend 
a Healthy Meals Summit

• National and local recognition and 
media opportunities

• A list of celebratory ideas for 
recognizing the school nutrition team 



Technical Assistance

• Email 
awards@healthymealsincentives.org

• Upcoming Opportunities for Support

mailto:awards@healthymealsincentives.org


Upcoming 
Opportunities



Quarterly Recognition Awards 
Informational Webinars

• May 8, 2024, 2:30 – 3:30 pm ET

• August 28, 2024, 2 – 3 pm ET

• December 3, 2024, 3 –4 pm ET



Recorded Presentations – Coming Soon!

• Short, recorded presentations that include:

• Eligibility information

• Award criteria

• Required documentation

• How to apply for the specific award

https://healthymealsincentives.org/recognition-

awards/



Closing

Questions



Food Service Management Companies can assist an 
SFA with their Recognition Awards application; 

however, they cannot submit an application for an 
SFA.

Can Food Service Management Companies submit a 
Recognition Awards application on behalf of an SFA they 

are contracted with?



Is this webinar recorded, and will it be shared?

Yes!



How will I know if my SFA receives an award?

Awardees will receive a congratulations email.

If your SFA's application needs revisions to meet the 

award criteria, you will receive an email that will 

include technical assistance.



Thank you!

Reminders:
- Register for May 8 Recognition 

Awards Informational Webinar

- Reach out to 
awards@healthymealsincentives.org  
to receive technical assistance

- Survey
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